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WHATS ON
SPIKE ECHIDNA

WHOOSH!

MY ROBOT

THU 14 MAR 19  10AM  SCHOOL YEAR K-4  55 MINS 

Spike is the story of an echidna who is stolen from his nest by a greedy rat. A young 
girl fi nds him. She is playing alone in the bush because she is being bullied by other 
children. He has no spikes yet and she doesn’t know what kind of creature he is. As the 
story unfolds, she helps him to discover where he belongs, and he helps her to fi nd her 
own “spikes” and stand up to the bullies. Told through the art form of contemporary 
shadow theatre, Spike is an interactive experience for the audience. It is entertaining and 
fun, as well as a catalyst for a discussion about difference and belonging. It also has an 
environmental theme, being about the unique biology of Australian animals, especially the 
egg-laying echidna. After the performance there is a demonstration of shadow puppetry 
techniques, introducing children to a expressive hands-on story-telling medium that is 
most accessible to young people.

POSSUM MAGIC For more than 30 years, Mem Fox’s Possum Magic has captivated and enchanted young 
people all over Australia. Grandma Poss loves making magic. She makes wombats blue 
and kookaburras pink. She makes dingoes smile and emus shrink. But one day, when 
danger arrives in the form of a snake, Grandma uses her most magical spell to make Hush 
invisible. Hush has many wonderful adventures. But being invisible isn’t all it’s cracked 
up to be, and Hush longs to see herself again.  One problem. Grandma Poss can’t fi nd 
the spell to make Hush visible again. And then she remembers...this particular magic 
requires something more, something special, something to do with food…people food. 
The workshops are designed to form a bridge between the book and the production and 
include practical Drama activities that explore the plot, characters and themes. A Teaching 
Artist will go into each school to run the workshop and are free to booking schools.
WORKSHOPS WED 15 - THU 16 MAY  SHOW FRI 31 MAY SCHOOL YEARS K - 4 
A Barking Gecko Pronduction. When Ophelia moves with her family to the seaside, she’s 
not impressed. She doesn’t like the beach, misses her old home and thinks the people 
in this town are pretty strange. While unpacking her room she discovers a mysterious 
box full of gadgets, parts and pieces, and a strange note that reads ‘You. Make. Me.’ Her 
curiosity gets the better of her and she spends all night assembling the objects into 
Olivetti, a robot with a typewriter chest and an alarm clock heart. Made up of pieces, but 
more than the sum of her parts. Together Ophelia and Olivetti take on the local bully and 
make friends with a child so worried about allergies that he never leaves the house, all 
while trying to keep her dad from discovering that Olivetti is really a robot. But a bigger 
challenge is coming – can the pair save their friend and reunite him with his mother? 

FRI 19 JUL 19   SCHOOL YEARS K-4  55 MINS  

Hop on board our spaceship and get ready for blast off! Calling all budding astronauts!  
Become a pilot, engineer or navigator as we whoosh across the galaxy for an interstellar 
adventure for the whole family.  Whoosh! is a new interactive multi-sensory adventure 
that puts children with disabilities in the Captain’s Chair! This amazing performance is 
suitable for children with a broad range of access needs, including those with multiple 
and complex needs and those on the autism spectrum.  My Robot takes audiences of all 
ages on a rambunctious adventure fi lled with robot antics, laughter, daring rescues and 
bewildered parents, all told with the care and artistry synonymous with Barking Gecko’s 
award winning shows. Children will discover that we’re all just made from pieces, and that 
when we feel less than whole we can fi nd – or make – a part that fi ts!

SAT 3 AUG 19  SCHOOL YEARS K-6   55 MINS  

Roald Dahl’s Revolting Rhymes & Dirty Beasts bursts off the page in a spectacular new 
live show by Shake & Stir Productions, taking the world’s best-loved fairy tales and 
rearranging them with some unexpected and hilarious twists. A visual feast that combines 
a rocking sound track, immersive lighting design, dance, song, shadow puppetry and four 
of the country’s best comic actors who bring over 40 characters to life. This fast-moving, 
always surprising show is a celebration of the world’s number one storyteller. Hailed 
by audiences and critics alike Roald Dahl’s Revolting Rhymes & Dirty Beasts has been 
described as fl awlessly funny and frighteningly silly, Roald Dahl’s Revolting Rhymes & 
Dirty Beasts is the perfect family entertainment especially for children.

ROALD DAHL - REVOLTING RHYMES 
& DIRTY BEASTS 

TUE 11 - SAT 15 JUNE  SCHOOL YEARS K-4  55 MINS  

*Dates and times are subject to change. 
Please check with Box Offi ce before 
booking.



Much Ado About Nothing is a saucy and razor-sharp battle of wits between the bickering Beatrice 
and Benedick, who wield words as weapons, their banter betraying their love for each other.

Claudio however is quickly consumed by envy and his idyllic world threatens to come tumbling 
down as he humiliates Hero. Beatrice and Benedick must join forces to defend true love – even if 
they can’t recognise it in themselves. But will truth and honesty win the day, and does love really 
conquer all?

Much Ado About Nothing will be a powerful exploration of the struggle for identity and self-
knowledge in a male-dominated world. The pursuit of love is framed in a social context that 
enhances the darker themes in this timeless comic gem.  Much Ado About Nothing is one 
of Shakespeare’s contemporary comedies where romance is thwarted by dastardly plots, 
misinformation, false accusations, broken promises, and bumbling cops. Or is it?

Tuesday 13 August 2019 7.30pm

Friday 23 August 7.30pm

Madama Butterfly is a love story that reaches across cultures, across oceans, across time.
Puccini’s popular opera inspired the musical Miss Saigon. It is filled with gorgeous music, from the lovers’ 
first rapturous embrace to the intense finale. It features the aria ‘Un bel dì, vedremo’ and the Humming 
Chorus, along with Japanese and American musical themes.

One of Australia’s greatest theatrical minds, John Bell, directs this production, complete with beautiful 
costumes and sets.

Hear Opera Australia’s wonderful singers perform with a chamber orchestra, along with a children’s 
chorus, drawn from local communities.

Sung in Italian with surtitles.


